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hind these three traditions. There is one and only ideology. Because
we have understood these forces, we have achieved grand unity.
There is no exaggeration if I say that this unity is a great opportu-
nity for our country".
Although people played a key role in winning independence, it
was Bal Gangadhar Tilak who created awareness among the people
with his slogan ""freedom is my birth right. I wont rest till I achieve
it." There is no patriot greater than Tilak whose life was an example
to the future generations of freedom fighters. Even in the Jail he
wrote a scholarly commentary on Bhagavad Geeta which still re-
mains as a source of inspiration to the people.
Then came Gandhi from South Africa where he made experi-
ments, in non-violence which he moulded to suit political exigen-
cies and fabricated a formidable instrument with which he fought
the British imperialism and eventually wrested independence from
them. He was a supreme leader who produced great leaders under
his tutelage.
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose made a notable contribution to the
freedom movement by putting together a national army known as
Azad Hind Fauz which demonstrated the strength and valour of the
Indian patriots who operated outside the geographical boundaries
of the country. He commanded respect from Hitler, Mussolini and
Tojo without compromising our national interests.
Jayaprakash was a dedicated socialist whose personal integrity
and idealism cemented the disparate elements of nationalism and
forged unity among them. His revolutionary zeal was an important
factor in bringing democratic ideas to the fore. J.P. said "As I diognose
the root cause of the country's critical state of health. I identity it
unhesitatingly as corruption and precipitous fall in the moral stan-
dards of our politics and public life."
The history of India is incomplete without giving a prominent
place to the constructive role playc . by these four greatmen of In-
dia.